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Detailed Action 



1. Objection to the specification 

Tlie Examiner requests that Applicant amend the specification to 
provide current patent numbers, if known, for the commonly 
assigned applications listed on pages 5 and 6 of the specification. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 
35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this 
section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1- 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sampat et al. (U.S. Patent 6,279,029). 

As per independent claim 1: 

Sampat teaches a method for providing user interfaces for a 
plurality of services offered by an information distribution system, 
comprising: 

• providing a first application to support a first user interface 
for a first service [see Program Guide Window 300 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & line 65]; 

• providing a second application to support a second user 
interface for a second service [see user interface 200 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 14 & line 66] 
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• coordinating passing of control between the first and second 
applications via a control mechanism [see col. 5, discussion 

beginning line 65: ''After the user selects a desired channel, the Program 
Guide window 300 is closed and user interface 200 Is configured in accordance with 
the components of the selected channel. For example, referring now to FIGS. 6, 7, 
and 8, there are shown preferred embodiments of the user interface 200 for selected 

channels consisting of only video, only audio, and only text, respectively." ]. 



As per independent claim 24: 

Sampat teaches a method for providing interactive program 
guide (IPG) and video-on-demand (VOD) user interfaces for IPG 
and VOD services, comprising: 

• providing an IPG application to support the IPG user 
interface for the IPG service [see Program Guide Window 
300 and associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & 
line 65]; 

• providing a VOD application to support the VOD user 
interface for the VOD service [see user interface 200 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 14 & line 66; see 
also video sources discussion col. 4, lines 7-37]; 

• maintaining IPG and VOD message queues for the IPG and 
VOD applications, respectively [e.g., see "queues of receive 
buffers that the user has posted using the DLM function call, 
col. 20, lines 26-29; see ''Message output manager 2208 
maintains a queue of buffers waiting to be output to the 
network" col. 19, lines 44-67; see also "In a server, process 
manager 2310 transmits packets from the send queue to the 
network" and associated discussion col. 24, beginning line 
35]; and 
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• passing control to the IPG and VOD applications via 
messages provided to the IPG and VOD message queues, 
respectively [see col. 20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44-67; 
and col. 24, beginning line 35]. 

As per independent claim 25: 

Sampat teaches a terminal configurable to provide user 
interfaces for a plurality of services offered by an information 
distribution system, comprising: 

• a first application operable to support a first user interface 
for a first service [see Program Guide Window 300 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & line 65]; 

• a second application operable to support a second user 
interface for a second service [see user interface 200 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 14 & line 66]; 
and, 

• means for passing control between the first and second 
applications [see col. 5, discussion beginning line 65: After the 

user selects a desired channel, the Program Guide window 300 is closed and user 
interface 200 is configured in accordance with the components of the selected 
channel. For example, referring now to FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, there are shown preferred 
embodiments of the user interface 200 for selected channels consisting of only video, 

only audio, and only text, respectively." ]. 



As per dependent claims 2 & 3: 

Sampat teaches maintaining first and second message queues 
for the first and second applications, respectively and passing 
control to the first and second applications via messages provided 
to the first and second message queues, respectively [see col. 
20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44-67; and col. 24, beginning line 
35]. 
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As per dependent claim 4: 

Sampat teaches polling the first or second application to 
deternnine a status of the application [see polling discussion col. 
36, lines 57-64]. 

As per dependent claim 5: 

Sampat teaches polling for a status of the first or second 
application by providing a poll nnessage to the first or second 
message queue, respectively [see polling discussion col. 36, lines 
57-64]. 

As per dependent claim 6: 

Sampat teaches providing a root application to support 
communication between the first and second applications and a 
lower layer [e.g., see "Real-Time Media Services API" shown in 
fig. 16, and associated discussion col. 10, line 54]. 

As per dependent claim 7: 

Sampat teaches the communication between the root application 
and the first and second applications is achieved via a set of 
application programming interfaces (APIs) [e.g., see "Media 
Services Manager (MSM) API" and "Real-Time Media Services 
API" and associated discussion cols. 9 & 10]. 

As per dependent claim 8: 

Sampat teaches the lower layer is a hardware layer [e.g., see 
"Real-Time Media Services API" shown in fig. 16, as coupled to 
the display and audio device drivers and associated discussion 
col. 10]. 

As per dependent claim 9: 

Sampat inherently teaches each of the first and second 
applications is operable in an active state or an inactive state [see 
Program Guide Window 300 and associated discussion beginning 
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col. 5, line 36 & line 65; see user interface 200 and associated 
discussion beginning col. 5, line 14 & line 66; see also video 
sources discussion col. 4, lines 7-37]. 

As per dependent claim 10: 

Sampat teaches an active application is operative to process key 
inputs, as Sampat teaches the use of Microsoft Windows controls 
[col. 4, line 56] that are used at least to process the entry of a 
credit card number [col. 5, line 63]. 

As per dependent claim 11: 

Sampat teaches the first application transitions to the inactive 
state upon occurrence of any one of a plurality of events in a first 
set, and the second application transitions to the inactive state 
upon occurrence of any one of a plurality of events in a second 
set [see channel selection by user process, col. 5, discussion 
beginning line 65]. 

As per dependent claim 12: 

Sampat inherently teaches the plurality of events in the first set 
includes a first set of key presses, and the plurality of events in 
the second set includes a second set of key presses [see user 
selection col. 2, lines 62 and 66]. 

As per dependent claim 13: 

Sampat inherently teaches the first and second applications 
transition to the active state in response to receiving a launch 
message In the first and second message queues, respectively 
[see queue discussion col. 20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44-67; 
and col. 24, beginning line 35]. 

As per dependent claim 14: 

Sampat inherently teaches the first and second applications 
transition to the active state in response to receiving first and 
second key presses, respectively [see user selection col. 2, lines 
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62 and 66]. 

As per dependent claim 15: 

Sampat inherently teaches providing a first link in the first user 
interface to activate the second user interface and providing a 
second link in the second user interface to activate the first user 
interface [see col. 20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44-67; and col. 
24, beginning line 35]. 

As per dependent claims 16-18: 

Sampat inherently teaches modes of operation where only the 
first or second application, if any, is active at any particular 
moment, or, the first and second applications are each 
independently executed, or, the first and second applications are 
concurrently active or semi-active [see col. 5, line 14: i.e., using 
Windows controls to control the size and position of user interface 
200; see also "Program Guide Window 300" and associated 
discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & line 65]. 

As per dependent claim 19: 

Sampat teaches the first application supports an interactive 
program guide (IPG) [see Program Guide Window 300 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & line 65]. 

As per dependent claim 20: 

Sampat teaches the second application supports video-on- 
demand (VOD) [see user interface 200 and associated discussion 
beginning col. 5, line 14 & line 66; see also video sources 
discussion col. 4, lines 7-37; also col. 7, lines 47-61]. 

As per dependent claims 21-23: 

Sampat teaches the first and second applications are operable to 
overlay a channel information window with respect to an IPG user 
interface and a VOD user interface, as claimed [e.g., see "Hide 
Controls" menu option fig. 9, indicated that controls (i.e., channel 
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information) can be displayed as an overlay over the video 
window, and associated discussion]. 

As per dependent claim 26: 

Sampat teaches a root application operable to support 
communication between the first and second applications and a 
hardware layer [e.g., see "Real-Time Media Services API" shown 
in fig. 16, and associated discussion col. 10, line 54]. 

As per dependent claim 27: 

Sampat teaches first and second message queues operable to 
store messages for the first and second applications, respectively 
[see col. 20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44-67; and col. 24, 
beginning line 35]. 

As per dependent claim 28: 

Sampat teaches the means for passing control is implemented by 
providing messages to the first and second message queues, and 
wherein the first and second applications are operable to retrieve 
and process messages stored in the first and second message 
queues, respectively [see col. 20, lines 26-29; col. 19, lines 44- 
67; and col. 24, beginning line 35; see col. 5, discussion 

beginning line 65: "After the user selects a desired channel, the Program Guide 
window 300 is closed and user interface 200 is configured in accordance with the 
components of the selected channel. For example, referring now to FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, there 
are shown preferred embodiments of the user interface 200 for selected channels consisting 

of only video, only audio, and only text, respectively." ]. 

As per dependent claim 29: 

Sampat teaches the first application supports an interactive 
program guide (IPG) [see Program Guide Window 300 and 
associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 36 & line 65], and the 
second application supports video-on-demand (VOD) [see user 
interface 200 and associated discussion beginning col. 5, line 14 
& line 66]. 
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Claims 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Filletto et al. (U.S. Patent 6,300,951). 

As per independent claim 30: 

Filletto teaches a terminal configurable to provide user interfaces 
for a plurality of services offered by an information distribution 
system, comprising: 

• a first state indicative of a first application executing to 
support a first user interface for a first service [e.g., see 
"Window 1" shown as item 56 in Fig. 1 and associated 
discussion col. 2, line 43] ; 

• a second state indicative of a second application executing 
to support a second user interface for a second service [e.g., 
see "Window 2" shown as item 54 in Fig. 1 and associated 
discussion col. 2, line 47]; 

• a third state indicative of the first and second applications 
being idle [e.g., see "minimized window " and associated 
discussion col. 2, beginning line 48]; and 

• means for transitioning between the first, second, and third 
states [col. 2, see toggling between windowed applications 
discussion, lines 52-67]. 



As per dependent claim 31: 

Filletto teaches the transitions between the first, second, and 
third states are in response to defined key presses [Filletto 
teaches a "control key or key combination" may substitute for the 
mouse button, col. 3, lines 4-8]. 
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Prior Art not relied upon: 

Please refer to the references listed on the attached PTO-892 
which are not relied upon in the claim rejections detailed above. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Patent Customers advised to FAX comnBunications to the USPTO 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/faxnotice.pdf 

Effective Oct. 15, 2003, ALL patent application correspondence 
transmitted by FAX must be directed to the new PTO central FAX 
number: 
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703-872-9306 



• Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
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(703) 305-3900. 

Please direct inquiries regarding fees, paper matching, and other 
issues not involving the Examiner to: 

Technical Center 2100 CUSTOMER SERVICE: 703 306-5631 

The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) is available online at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/index.html 
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